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In a richly illustrated story set in the Asante Kingdom of 1807, Kwame, Kwaku, and Baako strive
to become leaders in the Akan culture. They farm, learn spear throwing, take part in ceremonies
and dances, and listen to stories while gaining an understanding of the rainforest and its
animals. In the capital city to see the king and the Golden Stool and take part in an important
festival, the boys encounter the wider kingdom: fine crafts, livestock, foreign people and books,
and witness the sale of prisoners as slaves. Kwaku cares for a leopard cub that the king wants
returned to the forest. Traveling to the coast, Kwame and Baako are kidnapped and threatened
with sale as slaves. The Asante Kingdom faces rebellion and the decline of its role in the Atlantic
slave trade. Change will come. Kwame, Kwaku, and Baako balance the life they know with new
possibilities for their future.
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Gabriella Ayres, “An astute description of Akan life. We Are Akan by Dorothy Brown Soper
expertly guides us with the help of three delightful prepubescent boys to an understanding of the
workings and salient features of 19th century Akan culture. The book delineates principles in
preparing these future leaders for their adult responsibilities which will center on physical
survival, retaining Akan traditions and maintaining the social fabric of their village and their
kingdom. The boys are learning from accomplished adults all things that are necessary and
valued in their culture. By following their experiences, we are immersed in a thoroughly
researched and reconstructed ethnography of the Akan culture. The boys' education threads the
story, but the turning points are universal in studying culture. In her book the author in her own
way does for Akan boys what Margaret Mead did for Samoan girls in her trend setting study,
Coming of Age in Samoa. This is all about culture and about coming of age in this particular
culture. We are Akan is a well conceived and well crafted book which acquaints the reader with
Africa in the way the author came to love it while serving as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Ghana.
She came to appreciate the history, the environment, the gentle manners of the people in her
community. The book reflects these values by showcasing the respectful and cooperative tones
in adult interactions and also in the mentoring the boys while inducting them into the world of
adult responsibilities. This reader particularly appreciated the repeated cautioning for long term
mindfulness of their environment, stressing the importance of preserving their rainforest habitat
and balancing it with their need to protect themselves from natural predators. The narrative
about the boys leaving their familiar village behind for the informative and enriching new
experiences on the way to the Odwira Festival is eye opening. On this journey the boys observe
many new customs and thus become more aware of the differences that exist within their Asante
kingdom. By the end of the journey they realize that despite variation between the various
customs and the individual groups, it is cohesion under the umbrella of the kingdom which
provides their strength and survival in face of outside enemies.Their reaction to seeing a horse
for the first time was simply charming; horses did not exist in vicinity of their village because the
rainforest was inhospitable for horses. Even more impressive to this reviewer were the boys'
reactions to discovering the existence of a writing system that was used in the northern part of
the kingdom. They were eager to embrace it and to resolve to make it part of their own skill set.
Well grounded and secure in their own traditions, they seem ready to embrace newly discovered
ideas to better their own person and advance their community. The historical and ethnographic
research that underpins the narrative is truly impressive. Much additional information is offered in
the various appendices and attachments, including an audio section on pronouncing Akan/Twi
words is available on the author's website. The illustrations by James Cloutier awaken and
enhance the imagination for unfamiliar items and critters mentioned in the text. This book delves
deeply into a culture far away from ourselves and our own children. It is important to be able to
reach for this kind of book in a school library because it literally takes the young reader's



imagination far and away into places not yet even dreamed of. I recommend the book very
specifically as a starting point for classroom use even if only in parts; it lays out a number of
important topics concerning social organization, political cohesion and individual responsibilities
in maintaining a thriving community with cooperative effort. Many of the topics would lend
themselves to developing project units to discuss and emphasize issues that are and will remain
of import. Some of the topics could be discussed individually but the beauty of the presentation
is that most of the independent topics interface and reflect back on each other, so that a series
of projects could be created to explore the whole spectrum of what is culture and how the
individual can fit into that construct.”

Bob Crites, “Beautifully written and illustrated. I found myself quickly drawn into the story of
Kuake, Kwaku and Baako and and their families, and wanting to see what happened next in this
adventurous African tale. As a retired educator, I believe this book deserves a place in
classrooms and libraries. It is entertaining and educational. On her website, the author makes
available classroom units on African culture and history and follow- up activities.”

Katie Higbee, “This is a great read!. This is a great read for all ages, and is very educational! The
author is very knowledgeable, and clearly spent some time in this area. I will recommend this
book to others!”

Nana, “Read so amazing stories. I recommend this book to everyone to read.”

The book by Dorothy Brown Soper has a rating of 5 out of 4.8. 7 people have provided
feedback.
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